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Merely attach to the internet to acquire this book Defending Life: A Moral And Legal Case Against
Abortion Choice By Francis J. Beckwith This is why we indicate you to utilize as well as make use of the
developed technology. Reading book doesn't imply to bring the printed Defending Life: A Moral And Legal
Case Against Abortion Choice By Francis J. Beckwith Established modern technology has allowed you to
review just the soft documents of the book Defending Life: A Moral And Legal Case Against Abortion
Choice By Francis J. Beckwith It is same. You may not need to go as well as get conventionally in browsing
guide Defending Life: A Moral And Legal Case Against Abortion Choice By Francis J. Beckwith You may
not have enough time to spend, may you? This is why we give you the very best means to get the book
Defending Life: A Moral And Legal Case Against Abortion Choice By Francis J. Beckwith now!

Review
"By a masterful marshalling of the pertinent arguments and a civil engagement with the counter-arguments,
Beckwith makes a convincing case for law and social policy based on reason and natural rights rather than
the will to power."
Reverend Richard John Neuhaus, Editor-in-Chief, First Things

"Like a superhero fighting on hostile turf with one arm tied behind his back, Francis J. Beckwith confronts
every argument - popular, legal, and philosophical - that comes out against the pro-life position and fends
them off one by one with steadfast rationality and exuberant invention. Between punches, drawing on the
science of embryology and on philosophical anthropology, he develops a gracious and luminous case for the
simple goodness of human life and the basic equality of all members of the human community from the
moment of conception. Readers will judge for themselves whether or not he delivers a knock-out, but after
working through Defending Life: A Moral and Legal Case against Abortion Choice, no one can honestly
hide behind such conceits as that all educated people support abortion, that nothing but blind faith rejects
abortion rights, or that we are faced with a tragic choice between intelligence and life."
James R. Stoner, Jr., Louisiana State University

"Using an argument rooted in nondiscrimination and equality of persons, Beckwith deftly combines the
analytical tools of philosophy, jurisprudence, and science to construct a brilliant case for governmental
protection of the unborn. Critics will have difficulty refuting the logical conclusion that emerges from his
basic premises."
Carol Swain, Vanderbilt University

"Francis Beckwith's Defending Life directly confronts, with careful analysis of specific texts, a wide variety
of arguments made by prominent scholars who favor abortion rights, including Judith Thomson, David
Boonin, Dean Stretton, Eileen McDonagh, Paul Simmons, and Stuart Rosenbaum. Those who read the book
may not agree with Beckwith, but they will have no ground to complain that he has not taken the arguments



on the other side seriously, since the book is a sustained analysis and critique of the most important
arguments in defense of abortion rights. It is often said that the anti-abortion position is fundamentally
religious. Defending Life, however, provides a comprehensive and sophisticated philosophical defense of the
position - too often given short shrift in academia - that abortion involves the deliberate, unjustifiable killing
of a member of the human community. It is an invaluable contribution to debate on this central social and
political issue."
Christopher Wolfe, Marquette University

"As the Supreme Court's recent decision upholding the ban on partial birth abortion and the controversy over
stem cell research make clear, the issues surrounding respect for life will continue at the forefront of
American politics in the twenty-first century. Professor Beckwith's new book makes an important
contribution to these debates. Defending Life is, and is likely to remain for a long time, the most thorough
and detailed statement of the pro-life position. It is well-written and learned; the author's command of the
relevant literatures, both legal and philosophic, is impressive."
Jean M. Yarbrough, Bowdoin College

"...in his new book, Defending Life, leading pro-life scholar Francis J. Beckwith offers a precise statement of
the philosophical and jurisprudential case the movement has developed....the Supreme Court has not settled
the abortion issue; and when the abortion question eventually returns to the electorate, careful thinking will
be crucial. That's when Beckwith's Defending Life will be helpful indeed."
Ryan T. Anderson, National Review

"This is important work... Beckwith performs a most effective demolition job on the pro-choice movement's
more hackneyed arguments... [This book] is worthwhile reading for pro-life thinkers who wish to track Roe's
deadly march through the American intelligentsia. It's more worthwhile still for pro-life thinkers who know
that, while Roe may have won many battles since 1973, the war is far from over. Defending Life will equip
pro-life activists to make a logically sound defense of human dignity."
Douglas LeBlanc, Christianity Today

"Defending Life is a profound and vigorous defense of the right to life, as well as a comprehensive rebuttal
to every conceivable argument in favor of abortion."
Inside The Vatican

"...Beckwith has written a careful and meticulous treatise about why the fetus should have a personhood
status equal to that of a born human being from the moment of conception. This is exactly where legislation
is heading, and his book may bolster those efforts..."
--Eileen McDonagh, Northeastern University

About the Author
Francis J. Beckwith is Associate Professor of Philosophy & Church-State Studies, Baylor University, where
he teaches in the departments of philosophy and political science and the J. M. Dawson Institute of Church-
State Studies. A 2002-2003 Madison Research Fellow in the Politics Department at Princeton University, he
is a graduate of Fordham University (Ph.D., philosophy) and the Washington University School of Law, St.
Louis (M.J.S.), where he won the CALI Award for academic excellence in the Reproductive Control
Seminar. His more than a dozen books include Is Statecraft Soulcraft? Christianity and Politics
(forthcoming); To Everyone an Answer: A Case for the Christian Worldview (2004); Law, Darwinism, and
Public Education: The Establishment and the Challenge of Intelligent Design (2003); Do the Right Thing:
Readings in Applied Ethics and Social Philosophy, Second Edition (2002); and The New Mormon
Challenge: Responding to the Latest Defenses of a Fast-Growing Movement (2002), which was a finalist for



the Gold Medallion Award in theology and doctrine. With interests in jurisprudence, politics, philosophy of
religion, and public policy, Professor Beckwith has published in a wide variety of academic journals
including the Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy, Journal of Social Philosophy, International
Philosophical Quarterly, Hastings Constitutional Law Quarterly, Journal of Medicine & Philosophy,
American Journal of Jurisprudence, Journal of Medical Ethics, Public Affairs Quarterly, Notre Dame Journal
of Law, Ethics & Public Policy, Social Theory & Practice, Southern Baptist Journal of Theology, Christian
Bioethics, Nevada Law Journal, Journal of Law & Religion, and Philosophia Christi.
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Most helpful customer reviews

55 of 62 people found the following review helpful.
The case against abortion
By Bill Muehlenberg
This is certainly the newest pro-life work to appear, and arguably among the best. It not only lays out the
legal, rational, moral and philosophical case against abortion choice, but it more broadly makes the case for
human equality and the sanctity of life.

Beckwith is an American professor of law and philosophy who has written extensively on these issues
previously. This volume brings together years of thinking and debating on this contentious issue. It is an
invaluable resource for all those wishing to stand up for human life at all stages of development, and to
counter the arguments of the pro-choice brigade.

The first third of the book paints with broad brush strokes, examining moral reasoning, legal considerations,
and political dimensions of the abortion debate.

The second third of the book looks more closely at the abortion debate per se, looking at the science, the
morality and the arguments involved in the debate about abortion.

The final third of the book extends these considerations to recent developments in bioethics, including
cloning and stem cell research.

The second and longest section of this book does many things, including carefully dismantling the various
arguments put forward by the pro-abortion camp. All the leading pro-abortion thinkers, such as Thompson,
Boonin, Stretton, and Dworkin are taken on, with their positions carefully assessed and interacted with.

On the broader issue of human equality, Beckwith argues for the substance view which states that a human
being "is intrinsically valuable because of the sort of thing it is and the human being remains that sort of
thing as long as it exists". That is, an individual "maintains absolute identity through time while it grows,
develops, and undergoes numerous changes".

Various functions and capacities, whether fully realised or utilised do not constitute a person. Thus a human
being is never a potential person, but is always a person at different stages of development, whether potential
properties and capacities are actualised or not.



This view stand in stark contrast to the utilitarian and functionalist views held by most pro-abortionists. They
argue that personhood is not inherent or intrinsic, but based on certain capacities and functions, be it
consciousness, sentience, self-awareness, the ability to reason, and so on.

As to the specifics of the abortion debate, Beckwith responds to the numerous objections raised by pro-
abortionists over the years. For example, consider the argument often heard, involving the hard cases of rape
and incest. These are certainly tragic events, but in no way can they be used to justify an abortion.

First, such cases are extremely rare, making up just a tiny fraction of all abortions. Second, to argue for the
legalisation of abortion because of these extreme cases would be similar to arguing that we eliminate traffic
laws because in some rare cases they need to be violated, as in rushing a loved one to hospital.

Third, it simply begs the question by assuming the unborn child is not fully human. Fifth, to justify abortion
in these circumstances is to argue that it is acceptable to forfeit a life for the alleged benefit of another. But a
basic ethical intuition argues that we may not kill one person to possibly save another. John may desperately
need a vital organ of Mary to stay alive, but he has no right to demand it, especially if it entails killing her in
the process.

The more recent, and difficult, cases of embryo research, human cloning and stem cell therapies are also
examined, looking at the various justifications given for them, and their pro-life responses. Similar issues
arise here concerning the nature of personhood and the inviolability of life.

Beckwith closes by laying out his case as it has been argued throughout: the unborn are full members of the
human community; it is wrong to kill members of that community; abortion kills the unborn entity; therefore
abortion is morally wrong.

The three hundred pages of tightly-knit argumentation and logical-constructed reasoning take on nearly all
the major justifications for abortion. All are found wanting - morally, legally, and philosophically. Beckwith
is to be praised for assembling in one volume some of the best pro-life argumentation around.

47 of 53 people found the following review helpful.
Outstanding Contribution to Abortion Debate
By Scott Klusendorf
Beckwith's primary purpose is to provide a thorough defense of the pro-life position and its grounding in the
"substance view" of human persons--a view he claims best explains human equality. He writes: "This book
is, in a sense, then, not really a book about abortion, but rather, a book about human equality." Frank
contends that the larger metaphysical question--who are we?--should be answered by enlarging our definition
of the human family to include the unborn. His secondary purpose is to examine the relationship between
abortion and law, politics, and public discourse.

The pro-life argument Frank defends can be outlined as follows:

1. The unborn entity, from the moment of conception, is a full-fledged member of the human community.
2. It is prima facie morally wrong to kill any member of that community.
3. Every successful abortion kills an unborn entity, a full-fledged member of the human community.
4. Therefore, every successful abortion is prima facie morally wrong.

The book is divided into three parts. Part 1 deals with moral reasoning, the law, and politics. Part 2 is the
core of Frank's case for the pro-life view, which includes both the scientific and philosophic considerations.



Part 3 takes on cloning and embryonic stem-cell research.

The thrust of the text is philosophical and jurisprudential rather than religious. In each case, the arguments
presented pass the test of public reason. That's not because he thinks theology doesn't count as real
knowledge (indeed, he argues elsewhere it does). Rather, he's cutting-off secular critics who unjustly dismiss
pro-life arguments with the wand of "faith"--which they define as non-rational and subjective.

Frank sums up the current controversy this way: "At the end of the day, the abortion debate is about who and
what we are and whether we can know it."

33 of 37 people found the following review helpful.
People are People no Matter How Small
By G. Passantino
Dr. Francis J. Beckwith's Defending Life is simply the best, most comprehensive, most logically sound
examination of abortion & the meaning of personhood available in print today. Excellent summaries of the
book are available elsewhere, so let me focus on some unique features.

First, Dr. Beckwith argues for a definition & moral value to humanity that provides a defense for innocent
humans in a wide variety of circumstances, not just those who are tiny & preborn. The general philosophical
arguments used here are helpful for evaluating human value among those in undeveloped, famine plagued
regions of the world; among populations of hardened, committed career criminals; among those yet to be
conceived several generations after our pollution-promoting public policies; & those who are physically
and/or mentally disabled, etc.

Second, Dr. Beckwith treats abortion rights advocates with respect & honesty, not merely fairly representing
their views & arguments, but even improving their arguments when he can & yet showing that even the best
abortion rights arguments fatally undermine basic human rights based on the nature of humanity. A number
of years ago, I role-played an abortion rights advocate in a public debate with Dr. Beckwith. He was
concerned that his opponent be formidable & insightful, but he couldn't find an available true advocate he
thought would do a credible enough job. I gave it my best shot (& Dr. Beckwith kindly said I was his
toughest opponent to date), but Dr. Beckwith's arguments remained compelling & invincible. That generous
respect & yet actual superiority is reflected in this book.

Third, Dr. Beckwith's sharp wit makes this book a serendipitous pleasure to read as well. Without demeaning
his opponents or trivializing the issues, he is able to broach illustrations packed with humor & allude to
cultural comedy to make telling points. As Dr. Beckwith's students will attest, he is nothing like the typical
boring philosophy professor.

Fourth, this book provides such a wide spectrum of issues, arguments, & approaches that if you only have
one book on the subject in your library, you should have this one -- even (or especially) if you are an
abortion rights advocate.

Regardless of your familiarity with the subject or other volumes you might possess, you can't afford to miss
getting & studying your own copy of Defending Life.

See all 9 customer reviews...
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